
Protect human life 
Help save Tasmania’s babies! 
 
Tasmanian Health Minister Michelle O'Byrne tabled her revised Reproductive Health 
(Access to Terminations) Bill on 11 April 2013.   
 
The revised bill is even worse than the previous draft.  It includes minor 
concessions in exchange for draconian police powers against pro-life protests. 
Section 9 of the new Bill gives police power to detain, search and arrest without 
warrant, anyone with a camera near an abortion clinic.  Although pro-lifers often 
video their peaceful prayer vigils as evidence they are not harassing or 
obstructing others, under this bill police could arrest them on suspicion of 
intending to photograph women entering the clinic.  The camera could be seized (and confiscated after conviction, 
along with a possible fine of $65,000 and one year’s jail) – plus a fine of $65,000 and/or one year’s jail for being part 
of a “protest” within 150 metres of an abortion (“termination”) facility. 

Pro-life counsellors would be completely banned under this new Bill.  If a woman approaches a counsellor (or even a 
priest or pastor) seeking advice on pregnancy options, a pro-life counsellor must refer the woman to another 
counsellor who does not have a conscientious objection to abortion – or risk a fine of $32,500!    

The new Bill would allow unborn babies at four months (16 weeks) gestation to be aborted for any reason.  Babies 
could be killed in the womb right up to birth – as long as two doctors, one of whom is an obstetrician or 
gynaecologist, possibly working in the same abortion clinic, agree that “the continuation of the pregnancy would 
involve greater risk of injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman than if the pregnancy were 
terminated”.  In assessing these risks, doctors “must have regard to the woman’s current and future physical, 
psychological, economic and social circumstances”.  Thus the Tasmanian government’s Reproductive Health Bill 
would allow a doctor to kill an unborn child who is capable of being born alive, right up to the moment of birth – 
for reasons such as economic inconvenience. 

The Bill would also force all medical practitioners to facilitate abortions, including those who have a conscientious 
objection.  The Bill would require these health workers to refer any woman seeking an abortion to a colleague they 
reasonably believe has no objection.   Any pro-life doctor who refuses would risk being forbidden to practice. 

Please contact your upper and lower house MPs on this matter again. 

Your FULL NAME and ADDRESS must be included in your email or letter. 
Below are ideas for points you could make (in your own words).   

 
Please reject the Reproductive Health (Access to Terminations) Bill because it would: 
 
• allow abortion of babies who are capable of being born alive, merely for reasons of convenience. 

• remove the protection of the law from all unborn children in Tasmania, right up to birth. 

• not provide any support for women who are under pressure to abort from partners or others. Women 
coerced in this way may regret their abortions for the rest of their lives. 

• require all medical practitioners and even counsellors to facilitate abortion. 

• impose huge, unjustified penalties on people involved in peaceful protests such as silent prayer. 

 
FamilyVoice Australia: 1300 365 965; office@fava.org.au; www.fava.org.au; 

www.facebook.com/familyvoiceaustralia 

Wearing this 149 m from an 
abortion clinic could cost $65,000 

http://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/Bills2013/pdf/24_of_2013.pdf
http://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/bills/Bills2013/pdf/24_of_2013.pdf
http://www.fava.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/familyvoiceaustralia


Tasmania Members of the Legislative Council 
 

The Hon Rosemary Armitage 
rosemary.armitage@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2353 

Launceston 

The Hon Ivan Dean 
ivan.dean@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2295 

Windermere 

The Hon Craig Farrell 
craig.farrell@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2354 

Derwent 

The Hon Kerry Finch 
kerry.finch@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2346 

Rosevears 

The Hon Ruth Forrest 
ruth.forrest@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2316 

Murchison 

The Hon Michael Gaffney 
Michael.gaffney@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2340 

Mersey 

The Hon Vanessa Goodwin 
Vanessa.goodwin@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2351 

Pembroke 

The Hon Greg Hall 
greg.hall@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2347   

Western Tiers 

The Hon Paul Harriss 
paul.harriss@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2341 

Huon 

The Hon Tony Mulder 
rumney@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2334 

Rumney 

The Hon Tania Rattray 
tania.rattray@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2350 

Apsley 

The Hon Sue Smith 
sue.smith@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2322 

Montgomery 

The Hon Adriana Taylor 
adriana.taylor@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2319 

Elwick 

The Hon Rob Valentine 
hobart@parliament.tas.gov.au  
6212 2251 

Hobart 

The Hon Jim Wilkinson 
jim.wilkinson@parliament.tas.gov.au 
6212 2343 

Nelson 

 

 

 

 

• Send a short, polite letter or email to your five House of Assembly MPs plus your Legislative 
Council MP (see email addresses above).  You could also phone their office and leave a message. 

• Ask the MPs not to support a change in abortion law. 
• Mention a couple of points from the list overleaf, in your own words. 
• Letters to the MPs can be addressed to Parliament House, Hobart 7000.  Remember to include 

your name and home address in all emails and letters to show you are a genuine Tasmanian voter. 

Tasmania House of Assembly Members 
 

Bass 
Mr Michael 
Ferguson 

michael.ferguson@parliament.tas.gov.au 6336 2427 

Mr Peter 
Gutwein 

peter.gutwein@parliament.tas.gov.au 6336 2671  

Mr Kim Booth kim.booth@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 8300 
Mr Brian 
Wightman 

brian.wightman@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6336 2637 

The Hon Michelle 
O’Byrne 

Michelle.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6336 2452 

Braddon 
Mr Adam Brooks adam.brooks@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 
6434 6391 

Mr Paul 
O’Halloran 

paul.ohalloran@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6233 8300 

Mr Brenton Best brenton.best@parliament.tas.gov.au 6421 7889 
The Hon Bryan 
Green  

bryan.green@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6233 6454 

Mr Jeremy 
Rockliff  

jeremy.rockliff@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6421 7930 

Denison 
Mr Scott Bacon scott.bacon@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 
6233 8874 

Mr Matthew 
Groom 

matthew.groom@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 2433 

Ms Elise Archer elise.archer@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 5995 
Ms Cassy 
O’Connor 

cassy.oconnor@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 6756 

Mr Graeme 
Sturges 

graeme.sturges@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 2530 

Franklin 
The Hon David 
O’Byrne  

david.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 8892 

The Hon Will 
Hodgman 

will.hodgman@parliament.tas.gov.au 6211 8507 

Mrs Jacquie 
Petrusma 

jacquie.petrusma@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6214 6000 

The Hon Lara 
Giddings 

lara.giddings@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 3464 

The Hon Nick 
McKim  

nick.mckim@parliament.tas.gov.au 6233 6756 

Lyons 
Mr Mark Shelton mark.shelton@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 
6397 7411 

Ms Rebecca 
White 

rebecca.white@parliament.tas.gov.au 6265 6644 

Mr Tim Morris tim.morris@parliament.tas.gov.au 6263 3801 
The Hon Michael 
Polley 

michael.polley@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6397 7408 

Mr Rene Hidding rene.hidding@parliament.tas.gov.au 
 

6397 7411 

mailto:rosemary.armitage@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:ivan.dean@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:craig.farrell@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:kerry.finch@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:ruth.forrest@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:Michael.gaffney@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:Vanessa.goodwin@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:greg.hall@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:paul.harriss@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:rumney@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:tania.rattray@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:sue.smith@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:adriana.taylor@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:hobart@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:jim.wilkinson@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:michael.ferguson@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:peter.gutwein@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:kim.booth@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:brian.wightman@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:Michelle.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:adam.brooks@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:paul.ohalloran@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:brenton.best@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:bryan.green@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:jeremy.rockliff@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:scott.bacon@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:matthew.groom@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:elise.archer@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:cassy.oconnor@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:graeme.sturges@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:david.obyrne@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:will.hodgman@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:jacquie.petrusma@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:lara.giddings@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:nick.mckim@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:mark.shelton@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:rebecca.white@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:tim.morris@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:michael.polley@parliament.tas.gov.au
mailto:rene.hidding@parliament.tas.gov.au

